24       THE GOSPEL OF NARADA

2. Sparkling with jewels, His bright form
at times plays about lovingly on a dais covered
with a broad canopy suspended by wondrous
cords and sprinkled with water scented with
sweet perfume. With lovely roaming gazelle-
like eyes He follows hundreds of girls
languishing for love, with long hair and tremb-
ling sweet words and all youthful beauty.
He prefers the exquisite bliss and immortal
delight of (their) praises to appearing on the
broad Throne1 with (its) lion-headed legs or
the former jewelled footstool of the Gods, and
can think (His) happiness firmly established
when (His) soft beauty assumes (the hue of)
new dark-blue water.2 (5:3: 14-16)

All beauty in this His universe is but a reflection of
the perfect Beauty in its Source, Sri Krishna, who is
Himself the Essence of Beauty. Thus He has the sweet
Name of Bhuvanasundara, as S tells us in his splendid
book ^p. 196): <( The beauties of nature and the fair
forms of human and celestial beings are but partial
revelations of the unsurpassed beauty of Brahman." By
following its ray to the source we may reach the Sun;

1 To all the glories of His Heaven God prefers His lover's
humble devotion; rather than the palaces of Herod and Kamsa,
He chooses Bethlehem's lowly manger or covers Himself with
the dust of cows, which He humbly follows as servant and
attendant.

2 A hard passage, translated also very freely by Swami Vijna-
nananda.